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The Epidemic from 1889 to 1892 and the Social Protest Movement in Iran

FENG Yi
( China Institute for Arab Studies Ningxia University Yinchuan Ningxia 750021 China)

Abstract. A nationwide epidemic broke out from 1889 to 1892 in the late period of Tran’ s Qajar dynasty. Tt
showed the characteristics of alternating and overlapping outbreaks of imported and indigenous severe disea—
ses resulting in a very high infection rate and mortality. The nationwide pandemic resulted from the follow—
ing factors namely the business and personnel communication between Iran and the outside world the inef-
fective measures taken by the Qajar dynasty the rapid growth of the urban population and its poor living en—
vironment and the lack of scientific understanding of the plague. It was not a historical coincidence that a
large-scale protest movement broke out in Iran during the outbreak of the epidemic. Instead Iranian national—
ists stigmatized the colonists and religious minorities as plague spreaders which provided an excellent histor—
ical opportunity for them to launch the protest movement. During the protest movement not only the leader—
ship and influence of clergy and secular intellectuals had been unprecedentedly improved but the entire so-
ciety has also formed a national awakening atmosphere against the Qajar Dynasty and colonial forces which
laid a good foundation for the outbreak of the constitutional revolution in 1906.

Key words: Iran; the Qajar Dynasty; plague; cholera; tobacco protest



