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Diplomacy’ collapsed. The lesson of ‘Concert Diplomacy’ in dealing with the Balkan War crisis and
its aftermath was that the fundamental problems of the international system were not solved although
coordinated diplomacy between major powers can solve individual problems. The two Balkan wars rang
the death knell for ‘Concert Diplomacy’ and the ‘July Crisis’ and the subsequent First World War

opened the curtain of a new era of international order and international system.

Xie Guorong Racial Issues and the Overseas Propaganda of the United States during the Early
Phase of the Cold War

During the early phase of the Cold War the racial issues in the United States not only severely
damaged the American national image and reputation but also brought shame on its democratic
system. Moreover racial issues became a hindrance to the American diplomacy as these issues
intersected with the Cold War competition. Therefore the U. S. government attached great importance
to the propaganda abroad on civil rights affairs of the black people. It utilised pamphlets and other
measures to conduct overseas information programs and public diplomacy to broadcast the progress
made by the U. S. in the field of civil rights and to claim that the story of the American race relations
has been the ‘story of progress’. These efforts aimed at highlighting the resilience and corrective
capability of the American democracy and defending America’ s status as the ‘leader of the free world’.
But the biggest problem with the American propaganda abroad in this period was that it deviated from
the facts and violated ‘authenticity’ which is vital to propaganda and undermines its credibility and
effectiveness. The American government cannot improve its national image without truly carrying out
practical civil rights reform. Meanwhile the African Americans were able to gain deep insight into the
international dimension of the race relations and the predicament of the American government during
the Cold War as a result of the American overseas public diplomacy. Consequently within the specific
context of the Cold War the predicament of the American external propaganda strategy largely aligned
the interests of the government and the black in civil rights reform and became the driving force behind
the American civil rights movement propelling the American government to fulfill its promise of

democracy.



