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A Review of the Research on the Historiography and Historical
Theories of Modern China in 2018

ZHANG De-ming
( Institute of Historical Theories, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China )

Abstract ; In 2018, the domestic academic circle has made fruitful achievements in the field of the histo-
riography and historical theories of modern China. The scholars have further deepened their research on
historical materialism, Marxist historians and historiography from the new materials and different perspectives,
and have continued to criticize historical nihilism; they have also examined the famous historians in modern
history, their books and other specific issues of historiography; and they have also discussed the development
and existing problems of oral history and the construction of Chinese public historiography. In addition, the
scholars have explored the frontier issues of historical theories, such as global history, concept history, big
data history. The year 2018 is the 40th anniversary of the reform and opening up, so the academic circle has
also summarized the Chinese historical theories and historiography over the past 40 years.

Key words: historical theories; historiography; historical materialism; historical nihilism; oral history



