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The Age of Five Emperors and the Formation of Chinese Civilization
Zhu Naicheng

Abstract: As the formation period of Chinese civilization, the age of the five emperors is equivalent to the period
from 3500 B.C. to 2000 B.C. revealed by archaeology, and can be divided into three periods: the Yellow Emperor
period, Zhuanxu and Diku period, Yao and Shun period. Combined with the pre—Qin literature and archaeological
research, the above three periods can correspond to the three development stages of Chinese civilization, namely,
“ancient civilization”, “ancient kingdom civilization” and “kingdom civilization”. Throughout the development and
evolution of Chinese civilization, the first is the formation of “ancient civilization” in a small geographical area without
the characteristics of “kingship”; the second is the formation of “ancient kingdom civilization” with the characteristics
of “kingship”, but at this time, there is still a lack of orderly state management institutions with the characteristics of
small areas; the final formation of the Central Plains as the core with the characteristics of both the four cultures, with
the characteristics of kingship and royal culture , and the social management system is initially complete “kingdom
civilization”. At present, archaeology can reveal three stages of “civilization”, and can enumerate a series of
archeological cultural entity cases that show that their society has entered the state of “civilization” development, which
are “Hongshan civilization”, “Liangzhu civilization” and “Taosi civilization”. Whether the “Hongshan civilization”
represents the ancient civilization of the Yellow Emperor and whether the “Liangzhu civilization” represents the ancient
kingdom civilization of Zhuanxu and Diku still needs further exploration and certification. But “Taosi civilization”
should represent the Kingdom civilization of Yao and Shun period, which is the beginning of the Kingdom civilization
of China, that is, “The First China”.

Key words: the age of five emperors; ancient civilization; ancient kingdom Civilization: kingdom civilization
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