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Socialist Theory and Practice: A Comparative Study

WU  Ying

Abstract: Since Marx and Engels founded the theory of scientific socialism socialism has gone through three stages of develop—
ment from theory to practice: the stage in which Marx and Engels founded the theory the stage in which the theory of socialism was
established and its influence gradually expanded as well as the stage of China’ s successful exploration on the road of socialist con—
struction. At each stage of development great historical figures are produced. Facing different historical periods and different na—
tional conditions they have made explorations and achievements which are different from their predecessors in theory and practice.
They constantly enrich the theoretical and practical connotation of scientific socialism through inheritance and innovation as well as
persistence and development. This article will examine these three different historical periods revealing not only the tenacious vital—
ity of socialist theory and practice but also the world historical significance of constructing the socialism with Chinese characteris—
tics.
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