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of truth values, etc.
(9) Artifacts as Ritual: With a Focus on Early Chinese Writing Yan Yuezhen « 161 ¢

Artifacts bear the memories of social culture through the continuity of their
ritual meanings. Firstly, the music and dance rituals in early Chinese literature
invoked performance using artifacts to realize harmony between the human and the
divine and between people, initiating, supporting and strengthening memories of
ritual music and culture; secondly, naming activities in the field of social thought in
the Axial Age acquired techniques from the making of artifacts that were used in
normative discourse in politics, ethics, literature and so on, establishing the basic
propositions of early Chinese culture; and thirdly, from the Han Dynasty on, the
collection of inscribed artifacts was a branch of the systemic classification employed in
construction of the whole cultural order of Heaven, Earth, man, events and objects.
The three above-mentioned historical forms exhibit, narrate and sum up the social
and cultural functions of artifacts. The artifacts left by ancient society have a non-
static existence; their physical states bear within them certain latent forms of social
ideology and paradigms of historical narration.

(10) Long-term Thinking on Constructing Tibet in Contemporary China
Xu Zhimin « 185

Since the peaceful liberation of Tibet in 1951, to shake off Tibet” s poverty and
backwardness and make it prosper alongside the rest of China, the central leadership
with Mao Zedong at the core, combining Marxist theory on ethnic issues with the
particular realities of Tibet, gave up the earlier plan of “shifting the troops
garrisoning Tibet every three years to enhance morale,” and began to consider a long-
term thinking on constructing Tibet that involved making the troops to take root in
and settle down in Tibet and the border areas. After reform and opening up in 1978,
following the changes in the international and domestic situation, the Central
government called on the people to “speed development in Tibet” and realize a great
leapfrog progress in Tibetan development, and developed the method of
“accountability for particular areas, counterpart support and regular rotations.” That
has enriched and supplemented the long-term thinking, and constitutes an important
method of and pathway towards the long-term construction of Tibet. Since the 18th
National Congress of the CPC, General Secretary Xi Jinping has summarized the
Party’ s Tibet governance strategies over the past six decades, putting forward the
idea that work on Tibet must uphold the important principles of “governing Tibet
according to law, promoting the prosperity of the Tibetan people and the region on a
long-term basis, increasing cohesion and building a solid foundation,” giving a new
historical orientation and epochal meaning to long-term thinking on building Tibet.
Clarifying the history of long-term thinking on constructing Tibet and summarizing
historical experience provides a historical basis and reference for our work on Tibet in
the new period.
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