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ABSTRACTS

. Chinese School - Field Politics
Core Concept Construction in Field Politics: Path, Features and Contribution Xu Yong - 4

Field politics is a field study-based political science research path that has raised the awareness of the
political field school after a prolonged period of research. Its hallmark is the construction of a number of
original core concepts. The path of concept construction is pursued in a sequence of levels, from the
individual to the household, to the village, and thence to the nation. This concept construction is
original, relative, theoretical, extensible and subject to debate. Field politics’ special contribution to the
study of political science in China is the construction of core concepts that include the individual and the
household, relationships and history in nationallevel research and the introduction of empirical
methodology into political studies. Additional efforts are: the organic association of concepts developed
in field study with political theory; the organic combination of the empiricism and universality of the
concepts; in~depth development and extended research on the concepts; and improvement of the
conceptual system.

- Frontier Forum - Scientific and Technological Revolution and New Trends in Historical Studies
Re-Interpretation of the Basic Features of the Historiography of Information
Wang Xudong - 14

As history develops, so must historiography. New historical research requires new ways of thinking
and new forms of expression. Informational historiography is based on this theoretical awareness and
proposed as a positive response to the changing trend of the times since the latter half of the 20th century
and the new challenges of the new century. It believes that the existence of history depends on the
information carried by the text and that the origin (original state form and nature ) of history lies in
information; that the historical epistemological framework actually has a complex nested structure, in
which the effective interaction of the subject and the object depends on the role of information flow; and
that exploring the development of human history in the information age requires an all-round
interdisciplinary “new synthesis ,” for which informational historiography advocates an open methodology
in research and application. Informational historiography aims to clear away the barriers between the
discourse systems of different disciplines and build an interdisciplinary context that can integrate
historiography with information science in order to promote the modernizing construction of China’s
historical discipline.

The Future Is Here: Envisioning Internet Historiography Yin Yuanping - 26

Information technology, represented by the Internet, has a tremendous power to transform
society. The Internet has become one of the most important variables influencing the shape and
trend of future historiography and contemporary history; social life in the Internet era will change
the shape of historical materials, influence existing academic production mechanisms and create
completely different historians. At the same time, Internet historiography will also have an
impact on the existing conceptions of history and historiography. Today, the Internet has not
only begun to become a part of history, but is also likely to become the underlying structure of
contemporary history. The impact of the Internet will not only be felt in the present and the
future, but will also be projected into the past, thus contributing to revolutionary and
overarching changes in historiography, including existing historical narratives.

Reconceptualizing the Order of Western History Writing from the Perspective of Media Technology
Gu Xiaowei - 36

Based on the insight that “the medium is the message ,” history writing is an extension of the
senses of memory in which media technology plays a decisive role. When the content of history
writing is presented through different media including speech, oracle bones, stone tablets,



