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Reflections on the Transformation of Borderland Policies from
the End of the Western Han Dynasty to Wang Mang’s New Dynasty

ZHU Jian
(Institute o f Chinese Borderland Studies,Chinese Academy of History,CASS ,Beijing 100101 ,China)

Abstract: From the end of the Western Han Dynasty to Wang Mang’s New Dynasty, the borderland
policies experienced two important changes. The former was the military policy changes for the border-
land defense by Emperor Zhao and Emperor Xuan of the Han Dynasty,and Wang Mang’s policy of
mollification; the latter was the policy of military expedition and that of “using some ethnic forces to
control other ethnic forces” after the establishment of the new dynasty.Firstly,this paper makes a de-
tailed analysis of the transformation process of the borderland policies in these two stages,and sum-
marizes their specific forms and characteristics;then it analyzes the reasons for the two changes and e-
valuates the positive significance of Wang Mang’s borderland policy.Finally, it discusses the negative
influence of the two transformations and their consequential impact on Guangwu Emperor’s thought
about borderlands in the Eastern Han Dynasty.

Key words: end of the Western Han Dynasty; Wang Mang’s New Dynasty; borderland policy;trans-

formation;thought of “great unification”
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