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On Romila Tharpar’s Marxist Historiography View
Zhang Shijun

Abstract Romila Thapar the famous Marxist historian in contemporary India which has rich
writings. Thapar’s new historical thought is mainly as follows: He uses economic determinism to analyze
and explain the Indian history. He negates Aryan racism and maintains the theory of Indian ‘Haraba
Culture’ . He stands for the Society Development Fabian instead of Society Development Stagnation. And
he is opposed to beautifying hindu culture and admits Indian cultural diversity. The contribution of
Romila Thapar to the Indian historical research is mainly on the following aspects: innovate the ways of
Indian historical research; restructure the Indian history with the concept of regional history; provide
historical research with prospection and the sense of time and space; take history as a guide to serve the
Indian realistic society.
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