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production.” One refers to the art activity as the mode of human spiritual production,
which embodies the general artistic laws and aesthetic characteristics, and is
relatively independent of material production and social development; the other is the
production labor carried out by the spiritual production department in the capitalist
production system, which takes spiritual products as commodities to create surplus
value and realize capital proliferation. Marx distinguished productive labor from non-
productive labor in the capitalist economic system, and classified the artistic activities
as the mode of spiritual production as non-productive labor, which was often excluded
in the study of political economy and the writing of the Capital. However, only when
the artistic activity as a mode of spiritual production is separated and detached from
the capitalist production system can it be studied independently and abstractly to
reveal its special nature. It is in this sense that Marx made a classical exposition of art
production as a special way to grasp the world, the free nature of art production, the
“indirect” function of art production, and the aesthetic value orientation of art

production.

(8) Shamans and Their Changing Role in the Origin of Chinese Civilization
Li Yujie 168 «

With the growing complexity of prehistoric Chinese society, it was mainly male
shamans who presided over religious sacrifices. They were not only clan and tribal
leaders who controlled divine and military power, but also the defenders of settlement
order and primitive morality and masters of knowledge and culture. In the growing
complexity of prehistoric society, the aristocratic groups led by shamans gradually
took over and controlled public resources using the forces of theocracy and kingly
authority, thus promoting the transformation from the early hierarchical society to
the early state. With Zhuan Xu’ s reform of religion, primitive religion gradually
evolved into a hierarchical and familial ritual system within which each clan conducted
its own sacrificial ceremonies. During the Shang and Zhou dynasties, specialist groups
of shamans and augurs were gradually differentiated, with the appearance of
shamans, augurs, soothsayers and historians. Female shamans as specialist
occupation appeared at this time, and they were sacrificed as a bribe to the gods.
During the Western Zhou, the traditional function of shamans in the “unity of
shaman and king” and the “unity of shaman and government” were gradually
integrated into the state sacrifice and court ritual and musical systems, while folk
shamans, divination and medicine continued in rural society and became the carriers

of ancient folk religion.
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