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Four Cognitive Dimensions of Chinese Nation

ZHOU Ping

(Research Base of Cultivating Chinese National Community Consciousness ,
Yunnan University, Kunming Yunnan 650091, China)

[Abstract] As an existence formed and evolved in the huge historical space and time, the Chinese
nation is both grand and complex. Only by understanding from the multiple dimensions, can we avoid
the mistake of blind men feeling an elephant. First of all, we should understand it from the perspective
of historical evolution, so as to see that the Chinese nation has a long history and is a typical modern na-
tion; Secondly, we should recognize it from the perspective of state framework, so that we can see that
the state framework has always played an important role in the historical evolution of the Chinese nation.
Todays Chinese nation is a typical state—nation; Thirdly, we should recognize it from the perspective of
international interaction. We can see that the Chinese nation has always been the main body of interna-
tional behavior and played an important role in the international interaction since it became a modern na-
tion. Finally, we should recognize it from the perspective of future development, so as to see that the
Chinese nation is moving towards the future and will play an important role in the development of man-
kind.

[Key words] Chinese Nation; Modern Nation; State— Nation; International Nation; National Sha-
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