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Reflections on Marxist Philosophy and the Fragmentation of Historiography

DAI Sheng
( Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: The root-cause for the fragmentation of historiography is that historians often study historical phenomena and problems
from an isolated static and one-sided point of view. The internal logic and external factors of the development of historiography
provide a development opportunity for the fragmentation research. The essence of historiography in fragmentation is to replace
the whole with fragments which fails to deal with the relationship between universality and particularity of research objects. Its
specific forms include the research centering on fragmentary historical materials the research centering on individual cases and
superficial phenomena and the partial research separated from the whole. The avoidance of the “fragmentation” in historiogra—
phical studies relies on the down-to-earth application of the Marxist philosophy and historical materialism and dialectical thinking
so as to improve the researchers” historical epistemology and methodologies. Only when the historians make use of the viewpoints
of integration development and dialecticism in their studies can they become really qualified historians.
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