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Chinese Nations of Ethnicity before the Qin Dynasty

with Also a Discussion on the Differentiation of the Yi and Xia

Groups in the Zhou Dynasty

PENG Hua

Abstract: In determining the ethnicity of the ethnic groups that lived in pre—Qin periods, espe-
cially in the Zhou Dynasty, we can borrow from Western cultural anthropology the culture —based
theory and methodology, that is, relating the ethnic identity of these groups to their cultural traditions
(like common language, common ways of life, shared customs, historical memories, and ethnic con-
sciousness ) , but other factors like congenital physiological features or genetic commonalities and blood
relations (including ancestral legends and genealogy) are equally important. Racial biases and dis-
crimination marked by such appellations as “man” “rong”, “yi” and “di” are at the core of the
racial identification system of the Zhou Dynasty, while “assimilating the yi to the xia ( Chinese) is a
mainstream policy of the time. This is a key for understanding the Zhou Dynasty’ s policy for “differ-
entiating the yi from the xia”.

Keywords: pre Qin Dynasty, Zhou Dynasty, nationality, Yi and Xia, anthropology
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