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On Gu Jiegang’s( ) Thought of “Chinese National Community”:
Centering on Compiling National History

HUAN Ping-qing
( Center for Studies of Sociological Theory and Method Renmin University of China Bejjing 100872 China)

Abstract: Since the end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China facing the national
crisis many intellectuals have devoted themselves to promoting the awakening of people’s national conscious—
ness through the discourse of “Chinese nation” and historical writing. Among them Gu Jiegang’s thought of
compiling national history is of typical significance particularly. Initially Gu Jiegang wanted to do academic
researches which has nothing to do with practicality and politics his “Discussion of Ancient History” was
devoted to breaking the myth that “the Chinese nation was monistic” which was contradicted with the rise of
the Chinese national discourse at that time. When the heavy national crisis took place after the “September
18 Incident” he consciously turned to study the national salvation and national frontier realistic problems.
At the same time basing on rethinking his skepticism about ancient history and combining Chinese history
with reality he put forward the theory “Chinese nation is unitary”. He emphasized that this theory should
be used as the core to compile Chinese general history and national history correct the bias of ancient history
materials that “overemphasizes division and ignores unity” so as to cultivate the sense of Chinese national
community by means of history education. Although Gu Jiegang did not complete the compilation his
thoughts and theoretical consciousness of compiling national history are still of great significance to strengthen
the study of the history of the Chinese national community and to build up the consciousness of “of Chinese
National Community” in the new era.

Key words: Gu Jiegang “Chinese National Community”; compile national history; theoretical self-con—

sclousness



