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A Study of the Concepts of Borderland in Early Modern
China through the Lens of Digital Humanities
QIU Weiyun' & YAN Cheng®

(1. Xue-heng Institute for Advanced Studies & School of History , Nanjing University , Nanjing 210046 ,China;

2. School of Humanities , Tsinghua University ,Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: The conceptual history of borderland is very central in the historical studies of borderland.
Scholars have depicted the concepts of borderland in different times, areas, and nations through rich
historical data and revealed the multiple development trajectories from a global perspective by compa-
ring the different concepts. However,due to the concepts of borderland often changed dynamically o-
ver time and significant events, undermined by the long period and numerous documents, the current
research findings have failed to give a whole picture of this conceptual history. But thanks to huge his-
torical databases and digital methods in humanities, scholars today could capture a complicated and dy-
namic process of the conceptual development of borderland in history. By adopting interdisciplinary ap-
proaches linking humanities and sciences, the study of the conceptual history of borderland could
broaden the research horizon, respond positively to the future development of New Liberal Arts,and
have a wider research horizon for the future borderland studies.
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