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Key Issues Relating to the History of China’s Maritime Borderland

Fang Kun

(Institute of China Maritime Security, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: In the heated disputes over Chinese territorial waters, the definition and contextualiza-
tion of the Chinese maritime borderlands are often overlooked. Maritime borderlands are a geograph-
ical space under certain political rules, which have evolved through socioeconomic development and in-
creasing understanding of oceans, seas and waterways of the globe. The concept of maritime border-
lands remained vague before modern territorial jurisdiction had emerged. The development of mari-
time borderlands can be observed in three stages: a) Coastlines were the natural territorial boundaries
of ancient political entities; b) Maritime boundaries were vaguely extended by integrating coastal are-
as; c¢) Maritime boundaries became further defined after integrating neighbouring land areas and
islands, and offshore waters. The existing research of maritime borderlands mostly focuses on land-
sea interactions and human-ocean relationships. This study, however, highlights one of the greatest
concerns of Chinese maritime borderlands from a historical perspective: it revisits the transition of so-
cial activities and political governance in the foreshore, offshore and hinterland areas, especially in
Song and Yuan dynasties.

Key words: territories of dynastic China; periodization; maritime borderland governance; land-

sea interactions
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