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Three Dimensions of Researches on Traditional Festivals

------ From the Perspective of Cultural Memory Theory

WANG Dan
(Center for the Study of Chinese Ethnic Minorities» Collaborative Innovation Center for
Ethnic Minority Development. Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081)

Abstract. Traditional festivals are memorial activities of people's production and life's rhythm as
well as cultural practice. The true intention of the interpreting the origin of festivals is to understand
how the cultural memories of traditional festivals'origins are transformed into a meaningful history
in the lives of the festival s subjects Traditional festivals include the interaction between traditional
elements and modern life Tradition is not only about the current life, but also related to cultural
memories of the past With the demand of people's life, cultural memories of traditional festivals
integrate interweave and embody the multiple relations between the history and the present it is
also promoted by the various life relationships that cultural memories of traditional festivals
focusing on rituals construction are transmitted and developed. Cultural memories of traditional fes-
tivals start from the present+ connect the history and the future, and imply the sense of equality in
people's life behavior and ways of speaking. They also have the characteristics of firming the con-
sciousness of national community and shaping regional cultural identities.

Key words Traditional festival Cultural memories; Origin Construction Inheritance
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