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The Nature of the Chinese Nation as an “Integral Whole”

ZHOU Ping

Abstract: China’ s development has put the Chinese nation in an unprecedented position in the
world history hence the need for a more thorough and more accurate understanding of the formation of
the Chinese nation. For this reason the fact that the Chinese nation is formed of all Chinese people
can not be ignored. The nature of the Chinese nation as an “integral whole” is a result of the histori—
cal process in which the Chinese nation became a modern nation. This very fact bespeaks the
modernity of the Chinese nation. It was on the basis of this fact that Professor Fei Xiaotong raised the
point that the Chinese nation is “pluralistic but unified”. The organic integration of the idea of the
Chinese nation as “an integral whole” and one that is “pluralistic but unified” reveals the essential
feature of the Chinese nation from different perspectives. A full awareness of this feature has a purport
to our imaginations of the directions in which the Chinese nation may develop itself and the ways the
Chinese national identity can be shaped.

Keywords: Chinese nation nation state unity of the whole people pluralistic integration

two kinds of attributes
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