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An Analysis on the Conception of “A State Can Be Destroyed but Its His-

tory Is Perpetual” in Ancient Chinese Historiography
Shi Peilei

Abstract: The conception of “a state can be destroyed but its history is perpetual” emerged during the Song and Yu-
an Dynasties, and its formation was not only related to the accumulation of traditional historiography, but also inextrica-
bly linked to the enhancement of the historical awareness by the political authority of minority ethnic groups. Logically,
this conception emphasizes that no matter whatever “state” it was, its historical records and events were perpetual, and
the belief that history should be kept unconditionally was established. This conception further enhanced the status and in-
dependence of historiography, and broke through ideational limitations such as orthodoxy. As such, it became a driving
force for the development of historiography and expanded the scope of historical compilation, while opening up space
for historical exploration in multiple ways. It is of great value to promote the overall inheritance of the Chinese historical
and cultural contexts as well as to strengthen the cultural identity and integration of the Chinese nation.
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