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Global Intellectual History: Reexamining the Intellectual Origins of the Modern World

Order ( by LI Hong-tu)

Abstract: As a research field that has begun to gain attention only recently in the international academic
circle global intellectual history is still in search of its subjects and possible paradigms. From a global perspective
Europe has played a key role in the formation of the modern world order which renders it necessary to return to
Europe in global intellectual history studies as an alternative to the present approach that mostly proceeds from
non-Furopean regions. Global intellectual history should explore the intellectual origins of the modern world order
and examine the intellectual content that has shaped the modern world order. The return to Europe to be sure
however is not to treat Europe as the world” s center but to rethink about ideas and thoughts in the process of their
global circulations and interactions. In addition the research should not be confined to a historical mode of thinking
only but also becomes future oriented excavating intellectual resources for the construction of a future world order.

Keywords: WANG Yang-chong global intellectual history world order Europe intellectual origins

The Annales School’ s Theory of a Total History and Its Practice ( by WANG Jia-feng)

Abstract: A total history is the general goal of the historiography reform raised by the Annales School. By
dividing historical time into three phrases it tries to define the basic elements that determine the social changes so
as to understand the slowly changing social structure and its features and reveal the general trend and process of
historical development. Fernand Braudel is a representative of this intellectual school. But it is barely satisfactory in
its pursuit of a total history because there are both insurmountable practical difficulties and obvious theoretical
deficiencies. For all that the Annales School has made great achievements and gained enormous influences. Since
the end of the last century with the return of political history a new series of problems have appeared. We should
evaluate the Annales School’ s theory of a total history and its practice from a longue-durée perspective so as to
have a more complete understanding of its gains and losses.

Keywords: Annales School total history theory and practice comprehensive evaluation

Commerce Liberty and State Governance in the Early Modern Age: A Study of

Intellectual History ( by ZHOU Bao-wei)
Abstract: The “commercial society” emerged and developed gradually in the early modern age. It was in the
context that people had updated their understanding of commerce as a new mode of production along with a new life
style. It was best captured and implied by the metaphor of “Lady Commerce”. Being capricious jealous and
unpredictable the nature of commerce lies in its direct association with the metaphor especially in terms of the
global liquidity of industrial and commercial capital as well as the unprecedented challenges posed by
“capriciousness” and “global liquidity” to the governance of modern states. It is in tackling the grave challenges
brought by “Lady Commerce ” that political economics has taken shape as a fresh pattern of knowledge and
discourse of state governance. Emerging economies like the Netherlands and the United Kingdom have come to the
forefront and the reasons for their rise and shine are discussed in depth while the relationship between commerce
and liberty has also been systematically examined.
Keywords: commerce liberty political economics state governance

Durkheim Althusser and Aron on Montesquieu and the Turn of Western Thought
( by CHONG Ming)
Abstract: WANG Yang-Chong analyzed the precursory contribution of Montesquieu to the rise of Western
sociology particular his influence on its founding father ~Auguste Comte. After Comte sociologist Emile
Durkheim Marxist philosopher Louis Althusser and liberal philosopher Raymond Aron also discussed the pivotal
role of Montesquieu in the history of Western thought particularly his pioneering contribution to the emergence of
modern social sciences. Durkheim and Althusser argued that Montesquieu didn’ t fully develop the scientific
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