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Research on the Origins of Chinese Civilization and State Formation in the More

than Forty Years Following the Reform and Opening Up

Wang Zhenzhong

Abstract; From the perspectives of academic thought evolution and theoretical innovation, this article provides a critical
review of the origins of Chinese civilization and state formation in the more than Forty Years following the reform and
opening up,which includes the following. The idea of so-called “three essential factors” or “four essential factors” in the
origins of civilization, popularly held by scholars in the 1980s, cannot be understood as a universal phenomenon, and
could hardly provide a characteristic structural picture of the emergence of civilization. We can observe certain
breakthrough in the discussions on state formation in the 1990s, but still needing to be theorized. The theory of chiefdom
is helpful,but only in a limited sense,and needs to be critically integrated in the study of state formation in China.On
the basis of chiefdom theory, this article provides a new model of the origins of civilization and state; the three stage
settlement evolution. This article also provides a critical review of the two major opinions on the formation time of
ancient Chinese civilization and state, which are respectively during the Xia dynasty and before the Xia dynasty.
Moreover, the various theories on early Chinese state forms are discussed. Based on the critical review of the two
traditional ideas on state structure during the Xia,Shang,and Western Zhou dynasties, the article provides a new theory
of composite dynastical state structure. Finally, the article argues that state structure is related with nation type.and
discusses how state is related with nation from pre-Qin to Qin and Han.

Keywords: Settlement Pattern;City-state; Dynastical State; Composite State Structure; Self-conscious Nation; Self-being

Nation
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