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ABSTRACT: At various stages in the civilizational discourse of the Central-Plains, products of ‘exotic’ categories
gradually occurred in archaeological records. These include luxury goods that came from long-distance exchanges, such as
seashells, ivory products, and crocodile bone plates, and products that were made by specialized technologies and production
systems, such as jade, lacquerware, proto-porcelain and stoneware, in addition to the adoption of bronze and turquoise inlay
techniques. The items with clear southern characteristics then appeared in the archaeological assemblage more frequently
as luxury goods and won the favor of the elites in the Central Plains. Eventually, they were incorporated into the ceremonial
system of the upper-class society as materialized symbols to maintain social domination and exchange relations with
surrounding areas. This article presents an in-depth analysis of those luxury artifacts found in the Central Plains with southern
origins in terms of their sources and the social background in which interaction took place.
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