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Abstract: The author traces the early exploration history of the Yuncheng salt lake, and discusses its
correlation with the Central-Plains social complexity. The analysis starts from the Shang and Zhou Dynasties,
when there was direct character evidence. Thereafter, it moves to secondary evidence that was relevant to the
exploration of the Yuncheng salt lake up to the Longshan period. The prosperity and decline of settlements in
the borderlands of the Shaanxi, Shanxi and Henan Provinces in the Yangshao period was highly related to the
Yuncheng salt lake.

Keywords: Yuncheng salt lake, Chi salt, borderlands of the Shaanxi, Shanxi and Henan Provinces, Central—

Plains civilization
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