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Ethnic groups of the northwest borderland in the Western Han dynasty and their
relations with the Imperial Court: A study of A History of the Former Han Dynasty

ZHANG Shu-hui' & WANG Xing-yu®
(1. Yunnan Normal University Kunming 650500 China; 2. Yunnan University Kunming 650091 China)

Abstract: The northwest borderland of the Han dynasty in a narrow sense mainly refers to the Western Regions whose ethnic
composition was complex. Some of these groups like the Di-Qiang originated on the Gansu-Qinghai plateau and the Wusun was
related to the Hun in the North and the Sai with obvious facial features. All the local regimes in the northwest borderland was
politically recognized and controlled by the Imperial Court of the Han dynasty. They established a kind of Jimi relationship with
the Han dynasty. From the perspective of the formation and development of unified multi-ethnic China the fairly successful gov—
ernance of all the ethnic groups in the northwest borderland by the Han dynasty is a historical witness to the development of a u—
nified multi-ethnic country.
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