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Pursuing a high and long-term ambition: The envoys of the Western Regions

in the Han dynasty and the frontier administration Li Si (59)

Abstract: In the historical process of the Han dynasty who tried to implement diversified adminis—
trations with ethnic interactions and regional governance in the Western Regions, the important role that
the envoys had played should not be overlooked. The envoys of the Han Dynasty pursued a high and long-
term ambition in their lifetime, reflecting a vigorous and enterprising spirit of the times and social morali—
ty. The Western Regions of the Han dynasty presented a complex situation of " three interrupts and three
links" , reflecting the differences in the concepts and specific methods of management for the Western
Regions between the West and East Han dynasties. How to formulate and implement relevant policies ac—
cording to local conditions will test the administrative wisdom and management skills of every Western Re—
gion Governor. The up and down of life and historical evaluation of these envoys of the Western Regions in
the Han dynasty are also worth pondering.

Keywords: Western Han dynasty; Eastern Han dynasty; The Western Regions; Envoys; Frontiers

On " One marquis in the northwest" : Strategic consideration on the policy-making

on the Western Regions in the Han dynasty Wang Zijin (67)

Abstract: In the management of frontier affairs in the Han dynasty, the " Northern Front" was pri—
oritized concerned due to the strong pressure from Huns. After successfully controlled Hexi, the Han cul-
ture expanded into the Western Regions, and the demand for expansion of the " Northwestern Front" re—
ceived unprecedented attention. On the other hand, immigrants moved south during the Han dynasty, it
was a new stage for the development of Jiangnan and the national economic center began to shift to the
southeast. The prosperity of the South Ocean Waterway for the external transportation had also made the
strategic path to the southeast oceanic out regions more important. The so-called " One general in the
southeast" ," One marquis in the northwest" and " Marquis for the north" ," General for the southeast"
reflect the relationship between the two strategic directions. In the early years of the Eastern Han dynasty,
the policies for the Western Regions changed. After Ban Chao " Ding Yuan ( stabilizing frontier regions" ,
the situation has changed again.

Keywords: Han Dynasty; Northwestern frontier; One general for the southeast; One marquis for
the northwest; Han Emperor Guangwu; Ban Chao; Ma Yuan

Pearls and Jingjiao ( Nestorianism) : An investigation centered on the image of the cross
Yao Chongxin ( 81)

Abstract: Many religions incorporate pearls into their image system, giving them special religious
implications. Through this study, it has been confirmed that the Persian church seemed first to incorpo—
rate pearls into its sacred decor themes, and then pearl elements began to appear in Persian Christian
art. This tradition was inherited, developed by the Nestorians who later entered Persia and finally made
the "pearl" and the " Maltese cross" in a "fixed match", forming the unique style of " Syrian-Persian
hybrid cross" specifically used for Jing Jiao ( Nestorianism) . This has spread widely in Oriental Jingjiao
propagation areas, which has been evidenced by numerous images of this cross found in archaeological
discovery. The clear correlation between pearls/pear]l elements and Jingjiao art is also clarified. To the
west, this tradition, to some extend, had an influence on Byzantium, inspiring the use of pearls and
pearl elements in Western Christianity and Christian art. The pearl element that appeared in the Jingjiao
decor art is the result of various causes. While becoming a decorative element of the Jingjiao art, the
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