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The Orientations and Approaches of Chinese

Borderland Studies in Early Modern Times
DUAN Jingsheng' & JIANG Zhenghu®

(1. Scientific Affairs Department ,Yunnan Minzu University , Kunming 650504 ,China ;
2. School of Ethnology and History ,Yunnan Minzu University s Kunming 650504 ,China)

Abstract; Chinese borderland studies in early modern times is characterized by a continuum of histor-
ical development and changes. The study of the northwest borderland of China emerged during the
Jiaging period of the Qing dynasty, and had an outward-looking orientation. After the First Opium
War, this study gradually took on a perspective of “world geography”.The evolution of this study from
the 1860s to the Sino-Japanese War showed multiple orientations. The period from the post-Sino-Japa-
nese War period to the end of the Qing dynasty saw much progress in the understanding of the impli-
cations of borderland and in its studies.This study in the period of the Republic of China had different
manifestations in different periods but was academically linked to its study in the late Qing dynasty.
The orientations,approaches and focuses of Chinese borderland studies in early modern times reveal
the feature of the integration of documentary studies and field investigation,the focuses on the evolu-
tion of local histories, ethnic evolutions and ethnic relations, the application of multidisciplinary
theories and methods, and the exploration of borderland governance and borderland politics. At
present,it is necessary to adopt the theory of historical materialism and apply it to the actual border-
land studies, which is also the guiding principle for its disciplinary construction.It is also necessary to
carry forward the fine tradition of humanistic pragmatism through its proper application, which is the
value orientation of its disciplinary construction. At the same time,a world vision is a must for the sus-
tainable development of Chinese borderland studies,and especially its disciplinary construction.

Key words: Chinese borderlands in early modern times; orientations; approaches; borderland studies



