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the Yellow Emperor should not be interpreted as a blind, individual obsession; instead, it

was the result of an entanglement of politics, faith, and discourses at the pinnacle of power.

Confucian Classics, Politics, and fengshui: The Formation of “Chinese Dragon Vein”
Theory Duan Zhiqgiang (109)

Neo-Confucian philosophers in the Southern Song Dynasty drew on the idea
of personified geography from the Weft Books (weishu) and theory of dividing all
mountains and rivers into two great parts as written by the Tang-Dynasty monk Yixing
to re-order the mountains and rivers listed in the book Yu Gong according to the
perspective of fengshui and propose a centralized geographic order. Later Confucian
philosophers in the Yuan and Ming Dynasties found common ground and adapted
the order, which gradually evolved into the “Three Great Trunk Dragons” theory that
served to justify imperial supremacy and was recognized by all social classes. Up until
the Ming and Qing Dynasties, this “Chinese Dragon Vein” Theory was widely known
and believed. The “Dragon Vein” Theory identified where real mountains and rivers
overlapped with an imagined geography. It was not only a macroscopic geographical
idea gaining traction among the general public, but also a theory jointly invented by
the elite intellectuals and alchemists to justify the imperial supremacy. It formed from
the combination of a variety of intellectual traditions and different social strata in the

dynasty’s imperial structure.
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Between the 1840s and 1860s, the intelligence deployment of the British Embassy
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