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On the Age of Five Emperors in the Legends of Ancient History from the Research Results of
Prehistoric Archaeology

Guo Dashun

Abstract: Based on the combination of Archaeology and literature, the time and space framework of the five
emperors period can be divided into the early period represented by Huang Di and Zhuan Xu and the later period
represented by Yao, Shun and Yu. This corresponds to the change of the Yangshao (late) to Longshan period in
archaeology. In the early period of the five emperors, the development of personality was the main feature, and the
characteristics of the times were “the invasion of the princes” and “the communication between the Jedi and the
heaven”, and the gathering of the surrounding areas to the Central Plains led to the emergence of the Chinese cultural
community in the later period. It shows that Hongshan, Shimao in the north, Dawenkou, Liangzhu, Qujialing and
other cultures in the south—east were not supporting roles in the era of the five emperors. As the melting pot of culture
and the main stage of the activities of the representatives of the five emperors era, the Central Plains region has
integrated various cultures of different economic types and different cultural traditions into a “consensus China”, which
laid the first foundation stone for the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties to enter the Central Plains one after another and
for the formation of a unified multi—ethnic country in China. Therefore, the era of five emperors is the most colorful
era in Chinese history, and it also determines the trend and destiny of the nation and country.

Key words: before and after the era of five emperors; convergence and transmission; cultural identity; China of

consensus; the first cornerstone
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