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Excavation Report of M17 at the Wayaopo Cemetery in Xixian County, Shanxi Province
Linfen Museum (Linfen, Shanxi 041004)
Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology (Taiyuan, Shanxi 030024)
School of History and Culture, Shanxi University (Taiyuan, Shanxi 030006)
Bureau of Cultural Relics and Tourism of Xixian County (Xixian, Shanxi 041300)

Abstract: The Wayaopo cemetery is located in Xixian County that is in northwest of Linfen City of
Shanxi Province and, by its geographic location, close to the southern edge of Liiliang Mountains. In
2005, archaeologists from the Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology and other units carried out
rescue excavation at the Wayaopo cemetery, revealing a total of 17 tombs, among which 11 contain
bronze artifacts. The present paper reports the discoveries made at the tomb M17 which dates to the
Spring and Autumn period. About 20 items (or sets of items) were collected from the tomb, which were
made of bronze, pottery, jade and stone, lacquer, and bone. The bronze vessels unearthed from tomb
M17 show typical features of the Jin Culture and are of significant important to the understanding of the
culture and northward expansion of the Jin state.

Keywords: Xixian County, M17 at Wayaopo, tombs with bronze vessels, Late Spring and Autumn

period

(U5 3 | Rt BRATH)

(L#F457)

Bronze he —food container Unearthed at the Beibai’e Cemetery in Yuanqu County, Shanxi
Province
Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology (Taiyuan, Shanxi 030024)

Abstract: Between April and December, 2020, archaeologists from the Shanxi Provincial Institute
of Archaeology carried out rescue excavation at the Beibai’e cemetery in Yuanqu County, revealing
nine elite tombs dated to the Shang-Zhou transition. More than 500 items (or sets of items), made of
bronze, jade, stone, and gold, were excavated. Of them are seven bronze he-food container, five of
which were collected at M6 while one at M4 and M9, respectively. All bronze he were finely crafted
and supposedly used by the tomb occupants in their lifetime. It remains unknown as to why the bronze
he were produced and to serve what purpose.

Keywords: the Beibai’e cemetery, the Shang-Zhou transition, elite tombs, bronze he-food

container
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