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On the Multiple Attributes and Fluid Characteristics of the Spatial
Structure of the Southwest Territory of China in History
from the Perspective of “Frontier Region” for the Construction

of the Community of the Chinese Nation with a Shared Destiny
YIN Jiandong

(Yunnan Institute of Ethnic Studies ,Yunnan Minzu University , Kunming 650500, China)

Abstract: The spatial structure is the narrative unit adopted in this paper to explore the evolution of
the society and the relevant relationship in the southwest territory of China.First of all, the heteroge-
neity and diversity of the geographical and ecological environment helped shape the socio-culture and
the territorial space of the southwest frontier region of China.Secondly,the long-term activities of dif-
ferent ethnic groups in history constituted the “central-marginal” relationships at different levels both
inside and outside the southwest frontier region of China.lts space bore both the characteristics of sta-
bility and fluidity, which reflected the generation mechanism of the social structure and the dynamic
characteristics there.The methodological significance of the research on the spatial structure is to make
up for the weaknesses of the narrative model with the unidirectional “linear history” in the relevant
studies and to provide a more diverse and multi-level narrative structure,from which a holistic under-
standing of the changes of the regional history can be gained. The method also highlights the narrative
features of “plural histories” with the theme of the eco-environment, ethnic groups and territorial
spaces.In addition, this research orientation also helps to extend the discussion on the issue of how the
southwest frontier region of China entered the framework of a unified multi-ethnic country, which
helps form a logical and structural narrative framework and promotes the current discussion on the
construction of the community of the Chinese nation with a shared destiny from the perspective of
“frontier region”.

Key words: southwest territory of China; spatial structure; center and margin; perspective of the

frontier region
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